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"You can't do it that way," he said. "You have to have the
publicity."
How well I learned the truth of that later!
Those reporters gave me my first contact with people who could
not understand the value o£ polar discovery. Long ago I quit try-
ing to explain it to anybody. The Arctic or Antarctic traveller soon
finds out people are not interested in far-away things. Few have
the imagination to project themselves outside their own narrow
spheres.
The publication of our announcement brought in its train one
unpleasant consequence for me. From a man in Philadelphia, who
claimed to have lived in Alaska, my father received a letter, an
excerpt from which read as follows:
"If you will investigate the circumstances connected with die
'attempted aeroplane flight of Amundsen from Alaska to Spitz-
bergen, you will never let your son go with him."
Father's reaction to this was to send at once for our family
attorney. The lawyer reached New York next day. Father handed
him this letter.
"Clark," he said, "I want you to go clear to the bottom of this
thing. I have got to find some way to discourage my son from
entering upon this wild scheme. This looks like what I need."
Mr. Clark came to me at the Metropolitan Club, where I was
living, and repeated this conversation to me. Much as he sym-
pathised with my aims, he said, he had his duty also as a lawyer.
"GoodI" was my answer. "I hope you look up everything. It
will help calm Father's fears and make no difference with me,
anyhow, because I know Amundsen, and I am going with
him."
With the assistance of Mr. Hans Fay, consul-general of Norway
in New York, who knew Amundsen well, Mr. Clark went over
the explorer's record with a fine-tooth comb, finding out only what
I have told above—that Amundsen had been, inadequately equipped
for his flight from Alaska, as he told me himself. True, he went
into bankruptcy afterwards, but no discredit was attached to him.
It was simply that, unable to do otherwise, he had gone into a
desperate venture on a shoe-string, and the venture had failed.
As to the man in Philadelphia, he owned a gold claim in Alaska.

